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Mr. SCHIFF. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor the Knights of Columbus Saint Cabrini
Council #3472 upon its 60th anniversary.

On October 2, 1881, a group of men called
together by their parish priest, Father Michael
J. McGivney, formed a fraternal society and
declared their devotion to be defenders of
their families, their country and their faith.
These men were interconnected by the prin-
ciples of Christopher Columbus, who brought
the Christian faith to the New World. The ef-
forts of this dedicated group came to light with
the establishment of the Knights of Columbus
on March 29, 1882. Thanks to the superb
leadership of Father McGivney, on that very
day, the Knights of Columbus was formally ap-
proved as a fraternal benefit society.

Since its inception, the Knights of Columbus
has devoted an enormous amount of energy
and time to serve communities on a global
scale. The goals and infinite accomplishments
of the Knights have been guided by the four
core principles of charity, unity, fraternity and
patriotism, which are reflected in their actions.
The Order provides a life insurance program
to support orphans and widows of deceased
members of the Order, and has also been a
champion in helping members and their fami-
lies benefit from the financial aid provided if
they become ill, disabled and needy. In addi-
tion, intellectual and social fellowship is en-
couraged among members and their families
through charitable, educational, public relief
and war relief works. Members of the Knights
of Columbus are patriotic citizens and proud of
their commitment to God and country.

Last year alone, the Knights of Columbus
raised and donated over $154 million to chari-
table projects and needs, in addition to volun-
teering over 70 million hours to benefit chari-
table causes. The Knights’ yearly Survey of
Fraternal Activity revealed that in 2010, the
entirety of charitable donations reached a re-
markable $154,651,852—surpassing the pre-
vious year's sum by over $3 million. In addi-
tion, the survey evidenced a remarkable in-
crease in volunteer service hours as well.

The St. Cabrini Council in Burbank, Council
#3472, was founded in 1951. For six decades,
its members have made immense contribu-
tions to the community by hosting events, a
golf outing, community fundraisers and Christ-
mas luncheons to provide lunch and Santa
With Gifts, to support intellectually disabled in-
dividuals. Furthermore, they organize pro-
grams and events geared towards drug treat-
ment, individual and family counseling, eman-
cipation services and educational services.
Also, they donate books, volunteer to read for
students and provide mentoring programs. Ad-
ditional contributions to the members and
community include supporting the Cabrini Sis-
ters and seminarians at the Parishes of St.
Roberts, St. Finbar and St. Francis, remod-
eling a kitchen for a brother serving in Iraq, re-
modeling their facilities and organizing a free
throw competition amongst four parish
schools.

| am proud to recognize the past and
present members and supporters of the
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Knights of Columbus Saint Cabrini Council
#3472 for their selfless dedication to the com-
munity, and | ask all Members to join me in
congratulating this exceptional organization for
sixty years of dedicated service.
—
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Mr. REYES. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
recognition of three outstanding individuals,
Jacob Heydemann, Kathleen Staudt, and Sis-
ter Phyllis Nolan, who will be honored this
weekend with the 2011 Border Heroes Award
for their dedication to academic, social and
humanitarian service to communities on both
sides of the U.S.-Mexico border.

Dr. Jacob Heydemann is an El Paso ortho-
pedic surgeon who generously donates his
services to clinics and hospitals in Ciudad
Juarez and other parts of Mexico. Dr.
Heydemann has been honored for his humani-
tarian work by the government of Mexico, and
he is admired and respected by all of the bor-
derland community. His efforts change lives
for those in desperate need, provide critical
health care access to the underserved, and in-
spire us all to give back to others.

| also rise to recognize Dr. Kathleen Staudt,
a political science professor at the University
of Texas at El Paso. She founded the Center
for Civic Engagement, which aims to foster
collaborative leadership, civility and deepen
democracy in the region through action-ori-
ented learning, civic education, and active citi-
zenship. She is also a faculty advisor for a
number of student organizations at UTEP and
is co-founder of the Women’s Fund of El
Paso. She has written or co-authored more
than a dozen scholarly books and published
over 80 journal articles in women’s studies,
borderlands, and political science. Her dedica-
tion to civic engagement and human rights
serves as an inspiration to the El Paso com-
munity.

| would also like to recognize the service of
Sister Phyllis Nolan from the Daughters of
Charity who will receive the 2011 “Extraor-
dinary Volunteer” award. Sister Nolan is a vol-
unteer intake specialist at Las Americas Immi-
grant Advocacy Center who visits the immigra-
tion detention center to interview detainees.
She has touched countless lives by listening
to their stories, and assisting immigrants in
many ways as they go through the legal proc-
ess. Sister Nolan’s selfless service has given
a voice for those who are seeking a better life.

Individuals such as these are a true asset to
our community and it is my privilege to rep-
resent them, and others like them.
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Ms. LORETTA SANCHEZ of California. Mr.

Speaker, one hundred and sixty-two years
ago, over thirteen thousand citizens of the

E1995

United States of America met at the California
Constitutional Convention on November 13,
1849. At this convention, Californians ratified
their constitution in a proportion of twelve to
one. The first order of business was to elect
the State executives, and to set the borders of
twenty-seven counties.

For the past twelve years, the Society of
Hispanic Heritage and Ancestral Research
(SHHAR), Los Amigos of Orange County,
among other organizations, have been seek-
ing to raise public awareness of the state’s
ratification day.

In the past, the University of California
Irvine, the State University of Fullerton, and
the Orange County Heritage Museum in Santa
Ana, have all organized events to commemo-
rate this historic occasion. These events have
been encouraged, organized and run by vol-
unteers on the local, state, and national levels,
including public officials, friends, and neigh-
bors.

This year, the birthday of California’s origi-
nal constitution, November 13, falls on a Sun-
day, a date which is most appropriate to re-
flect on the roles that community and sacrifice
played in the establishment of the state of
California.

| am proud to recognize the statehood of
California, and proudly celebrate our state’s
admittance as the 31st State of the Union. At
this moment, it is only appropriate to celebrate
the accomplishments and historical contribu-
tions of the great state of California.

Happy Birthday California!

———
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Ms. RICHARDSON. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to applaud the House Committee on
Foreign Affairs for their work earlier this week
in unanimously passing H.R. 1905, the Iran
Threat Reduction Act out of committee. This
bipartisan legislation is critical to the protection
of the American people and our allies around
the world.

| would like to thank Chairman ILEANA ROS-
LEHTINEN and Ranking Member BERMAN for
their hard work in shepherding this bill through
the Committee, and | am confident that House
leadership will bring this bill to the floor without
delay.

Mr. Speaker, | believe it is imperative that
the United States take the lead in opposing
Iran’s strong quest to produce nuclear weap-
ons. Such a development would produce the
greatest destabilizing element into that volatile
region the world has ever known.

The recent discovery of a plot to assas-
sinate the Saudi Ambassador to the United
States on American soil is but the latest re-
minder of the urgent need for the United
States to take forceful and effective action to
ensure that Iran does not succeed in devel-
oping the capability to produce nuclear weap-
ons.

Last year, Congress passed H.R. 2194, the
Iran Sanctions, Accountability and Divestment
Act. This legislation marked the most com-
prehensive Iran sanctions legislation ever
passed by Congress.
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